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On the anniversary of the attack on Pearl
Harbor, we must remember the difficult times
our brave servicemen and women went
through to defend our nation, and we mourn
the deaths of the military personnel and civil-
ians who died that day. Mr. Speaker, today we
must ensure that our children, grandchildren,
and great grandchildren learn about the lives
of our veterans, including those of the Great-
est Generation who served in World War Il
Our commitment to our veterans must remain
strong because they are a symbol of the
greatness of our country.

President Kennedy once said that you can
judge a nation not just by the people—the
men and women—that it produces, but also by
the people that a nation remembers. Today,
Mr. Speaker, we remember true heroes.

————
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in Southern
Maryland we are blessed to have so many ex-
emplary citizens who invest their time, energy
and talent in making it a special place to live.
One such citizen who has gone above and be-
yond and exemplifies the true spirit of Amer-
ican entrepreneurship is Harry Shasho. Harry
believes in the community and has worked
hard to improve the lives of Charles County
residents now and in the future.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to acknowledge
the deeds and fortunes of this outstanding cit-
izen, Harry Shasho. Harry got an early start in
business and in fact, says he has been a busi-
nessman since he was 12 years old. In 1976
when Harry moved to Charles County, he
owned a small chain of camera and elec-
tronics stores on F St. in Washington, D.C. In
1985, he sold his portion of the business and
began selling real estate; first residential, then
commercial. In 1989, Harry went to work for
Baldus Real Estate and started their Commer-
cial Division. Now, Baldus is the best known
Commercial Company in Southern Maryland.

As a businessman, Harry recognized the
need to train future leaders and became in-
volved in helping young men through Boy
Scouts. Over the years, he has not only guid-
ed boys into becoming more effective and pro-
ductive citizens, but has also trained adults to
become better leaders. During his tenure as
Scoutmaster, his scout troop has produced 12
Eagles Scouts, yet another tribute to his com-
passion. Mr. Shasho continues to serve on
fundraising committees for the Boy Scouts of
America.

Mr. Shasho has been a leader in the
Charles County Chamber of Commerce for
over 10 years, holding positions as Board of
Director, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President,
President Elect, and is currently serving as the
2003 President. Under his direction as Presi-
dent, he has increased membership and built
a strong alliance between the Chamber and
County and State government officials. They
have worked together on many issues which
impact the business community.

In addition to serving with the Charles
County Chamber of Commerce, Harry is
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Chairman of the Southern Maryland advisory
board for BB&T Bank, a committee member of
the Charles County Economic Development
Commission, Member of the National and
State Association of Realtors and has re-
ceived a National Leadership award from the
National Republican Congressional Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor Mr.
Harry Shasho, as he retires as President of
the Charles County Chamber of Commerce on
January 12, 2004. We are all so proud of the
work he has done to improve the lives of ev-
eryone in Charles County and | am very proud
to call him my friend.

————
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, on October
12, 2003, Weill Cornell Medical College and
the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science
and Community Development embarked on an
historical venture that brings the best of Amer-
ican medical education to the Middle East. |
was privileged to participate in this extraor-
dinary event along with Qatar Foundation
Leadership: Her Highness Sheikha Mozah
Nasser al-Misnad; Saif Ali Al-Hajari, Vice
Chairperson; H.E. Yousef Hussein Kamal,
Member Board of Directors; H.E. Hajar Ahmed
Hajar, Member, Board of Directors; Sheikha
bint Abdullah Al-Misnad, Member, Board of Di-
rectors; Mohammed Fathy Saoud, Member,
Board of Directors; and, Cornell University
Leadership: Peter C. Meinig, Chairman, Board
of Trustees; Sanford I. Weill, Chairman, Board
of Overseers Weill Cornell Medical College;
Jeffrey S. Lehman, President; Antonio M.
Gotto, Jr., Provost for Medical Affairs and Ste-
phen and Suzanne Weiss Dean, Weill Cornell
Medical College; Daniel R. Alonso, Dean,
Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar. To-
gether with these esteemed colleagues, we
marked the opening of a model institution that
I hope will be replicated throughout the region.

| first visited Doha, Qatar in 1999 for the
historic municipal elections where women
were first granted the right to vote. At that
time, | met with Her Highness Sheikha Mozah
Nasser al-Misnad who requested help in bring-
ing a U.S. medical school to Qatar. | did not
have to look far to find an extraordinary med-
ical institution that is located in my Congres-
sional district. As a result, | took a small part
in working to forge the relationship between
Her Highness and Dean Gotto, Provost for
Medical Affairs at Cornell University. Just a
few short weeks ago, the Qatar branch of the
Weill Cornell Medical College celebrated its in-
auguration.

In a very short period of time, Doha has
been transformed into an academic hub of the
Middle East and has become a strategic ally
of the United States. Under the leadership of
Her Highness, Qatar has made significant ad-
vancements in education, medicine, and
science with the opening of the Education
City. | strongly believe that the opening of
WCMC-Q marks the beginning of an impor-
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tant exchange between the West and the East

. at a time when the value of mutual un-
derstanding is at a premium. Qatar offers a
superb environment and facilities for both
teaching and studying, backed by an out-
standing technological center. It has been an
honor to be involved in the development of the
Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar, and |
look forward to marking the evolution of the
entire Education City.

Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar is a
pioneer in medical education as well as in dip-
lomatic exchange. The College offers a com-
plete medical education, leading to a Cornell
University Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree,
with teaching by Cornell faculty. It is the first
American university to offer its M.D. degree
overseas, and the first higher education insti-
tution in Qatar to be coeducational; women
made up 70 percent of the inaugural class for
the Pre-medical Program. These points are
very important. Prospective students are sub-
ject to the same entrance requirements as in
the United States and are awarded the same
degree as students in the U.S. While WCMC-
Q teaches in a coeducational forum, the stu-
dents and faculty are learning together about
cultural differences that only serve to enhance
the learning environment. WCMC-Q aims to
further the University’'s commitment of edu-
cation, research, patient care and the ad-
vancement of the art and science of medicine
while supporting the work of the Qatar Foun-
dation in serving the community. WCMC-Q
trains the physicians of the future and will re-
search medical problems of concern in the re-

ion.

J His Highness the Emir Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa al-Thani and Her Highness Sheikha
Mozah Nasser al-Misnad have made an ambi-
tious and visionary investment in their people
and their economy by creating the Education
City. Recognizing that development and ad-
vancement will only come with an upgrade to
the educational system, they have succeeded
in fostering the interaction of various dis-
ciplines, cultures, and ideas through the Edu-
cation City. The Qatar Foundation logo, the
Sidra tree, represents nourishment for these
ideals and serves as a reminder that Qatar is
forging the way for democracy, freedom, and
human rights in the region.

| feel privileged to have participated in this
revolutionary event and | would like to reit-
erate my praise for both the Qatar Foundation
and for Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar.
You have built a bridge that will have a far-
reaching impact into the future and will serve
as a model of achievement for many to follow.

———

RECOGNIZING THE APPOINTMENT
OF CADET CLIFFORD T. JACKSON
TO CHIEF PETTY OFFICER

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to congratulate Clifford T. Jackson on
his announced appointment to Chief Petty Of-
ficer in the United States Naval Sea Cadet
Corps, which is scheduled to occur on Janu-
ary 9, 2004. Cadet Jackson, of Westerly,
Rhode Island, is an honor roll high school sen-
ior and has been a member of the Nautilus Di-
vision at the Sub Base in New London since
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